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Conference on IRAN 
 

“The human rights in Iran - how can the European 
community support the freedom movement in Iran?“ 

 
Friday, February 26, 2010 
From 13:00 till 18:00 hrs 

Marivaux Hotel, Adolphe Maxlaan 98, 1000 Brussels 
 
 
 
Speakers  
 
Prof. Dr. Firouzeh NAHAVANDI*, Director CECIDE (Centre d’études de la coopération 
internationale et du développement), Professor ULB, President of the Board of Master of 
Science in Population and Development, Associate Professor at the Senghor University, 
Alexandria 

After completing high school at the French Lycée in Teheran, she 
obtained a license and a doctorate in social sciences at the Free 
University of Brussels. 

Before specializing in the study of developing countries, particularly 
muslim countries, she studied the origin of the Iranian revolution in 
1979. 

Research Areas: Theories of Development - Globalization - World 
Muslim non-Arab - Middle East 

 
Dr.  Seyed, Mostafa AZMAYESH, Iranian/French scholar (Comparative religion sciences, 
law history, comparative studies Christianity and Islam) member of the ‘Committee in 
support of the rights of the dervishes and students in Iran’ 
 

 
Dr. Seyed M. Azmayesh, born in Iran, has been living in France for 
more than 34 years. Besides being a researcher, he is a specialist in 
religions and an expert in Islamic law.  
Dr Azmayesh is a member of the "Committee in support of the rights 
of the students and dervishes in Iran".  
 
 

 
His motivation to participate in the conference is to make the world aware of the danger of 
fanaticism which is active under the name of religion in Iran. 
 
"The fanatic world vision of the regime in Iran" will be the title of his discourse. 
 
 



Dirk TIELEMAN , retired BRT en VRT journalist. He worked as a radio journalist in India, 
Pakistan, Iran, Afghanistan, the Gulf-States, Israel and Turkey. For the TV programme 
“Panorama”, he reported in Afghanistan, Iraq, Egypt, Kuwait, Jordan, Iran, India and Israel, 
as well as in the CIS (Commonwealth of Independent States, the former Soviet-Union). He 
was editor-in-chief of the programs ‘Aktueel’ (BRT), ‘Terzake’ (VRT) and ‘Koppen’ (VRT). 

 
He won the Trophy for Journalism(radio) 1975 and 
1981, Trophy for Journalism (TV) 1991, TV-Festival 
Monte Carlo 1992: Silver Nymph and Press Award and 
Spectator’s Prize Belgium: 1994. Author of  ‘Iran, the 
third revolution. Dirk Tieleman is still active as 
Manager of the Company “Marco Polo” providing 
services to media enterprises and organizing training on 
handling media. 
 

 
Motivation: “I have been following the situation in Iran for the Belgian Radio and Television, 
Flemish department (VRT) since 1969. I have witnessed the revolution of 1979 and have 
recently made a film on the current situation in the country for Canvas, the second programme 
of the VRT.” 
 
“The third revolution in fifty years has begun. The first revolution was the “White 
Revolution” of the shah, which aimed to modernize the country. The second revolution was 
the “Black Revolution” of ayatollah Khomeini, which brought the country back to the 
fundamentals of Islam in the 7th century. The third or “Green Revolution” is on the rise, but 
will meet heavy opposition from the regime.” 
�
 
Emile FRANCK, Iran human rights specialist Amnesty International Belgium 
 

 
  
Member of Amnesty International for more than 25 years, Gulf countries 
coordinator since 1998 and secretary of Middle East and North Africa 
Amnesty International Belgium(French speaking department). 
Volunteer and living near Liege 
 
 
 

 
Motivation: “Iran is one of Amnesty International as well as a personal top priorities for a 
long time, thus I think that it is also important as a member of Amnesty to present our point of 
view in this conference.” 

 
“The situation is really critical now and the human rights violations have reached a level so 
high, probably the highest since the “massacre” of 1988. Our movement is very concerned 
about the future and will follow the situation with great conviction in the coming years.” 
 

 



Nasser FAKHTEH, Dutch/Iranian writer  
 

Nasser Fakhteh (1957, Iran) was imprisoned in Iran for several years for 
having contact with forbidden political groups. Since 1988, he is living in 
the Netherlands after fleeing over the mountains and through Turkey. He 
wrote three books in Persian (prose and poetry). His debut in Dutch 
literature is “Someone Else” (Balans 1996), after which he wrote several 
short stories: “Couchette, Writers on the road” (Balans, 1996) and 
“Outside Mirrors” and stories about Holland (Van Gennep, 1998). His 
latest novel will soon be published by publishing house De Bezige Bij. 
He is living in The Netherlands. 

 
 
Motivation: “I would like to speak about my own experiences: my younger years and my 
imprisonment in Iran. I will compare the struggle of the different generations: my experiences 
in the freedom movement as a young man and the freedom movement of the present day. 
 
 


